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A MONUMENTAL WORK | 

" 'V 
"Andhra Mahabharata Silpakala Darsanamu" of j 

Dr. Sobhirala is a Manumental work which will last | 
for a long time for edification of future generations of <& 
not only 'Shilpis - but also students of Indian Cultute. | 
It treats not only the ? art of shilpa or architecture and* a 
sculpture of Andhra Mahabharata ~ but also the whole 
literature on. siipa. 

-. A neglected subject is resurrected by the 
author and he deserves all our praise. 
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A MESSAGE 

My Dear Dr. Sobhlrala Satyanarayana Gam, '" 
Bari Om : Salutations*. 

I was very much impressed by your illuminating 
lecture given on the I9th Sep '94 at the Annual function of 
Vishvabramana Dharma Peetam on the subject of "Silpa 
Kala Darshnam" your excellent research work. I have gone 
through the book 'Srimadandhra Mahabharata Silpa Kala 
Darshanam' vol III which was presented to me after its 
release by Prof : Pervaram Jagannadham, the Vice-Chancellor 
of Telugu University. 

Indeed it's an amazing and glorious research work done 
by you in the field of sculptural art and science relating to 
ancient India. Your research work reveals how great were 
our Indian artisans who perpectuated the art their sculpture 
for all times to come. 

I wish the government and private institutions connected 
with the promotion of ancient Indian sculptural science should 
recommend these books in the concerned schools, colleges 
and libraries as text books and reference books as they are 
very extra-ordinary works, 

May God give you a long, healthy and prosperous | 
life for the service of mankind I wish I get a chance to 
meet you again for interaction on the subject of your 
research works. 

HariOm: Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Dr. V. Kesari Hanutnan 
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''Let the two_divine daughters of heaven formed 
Dawn and Night, sit their native seats." 1 Srj 
'Skilful Godessen' ^- 
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"May we obtain all things beautiful" 
- Here the power of goodness is contemplated to lead to the 
power of beauty. ^ ^ ^ ^^ _ ^ & call the Vedas. p-170 

"Art is primary concerned with the cultivation of beauty through 
physical medium". v/ R AnMWa , a . Studi es in Indian Art. p-9 
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to shape, fashion, form 



Tvastar the Lord hath made a!! forms. 

Griffith : The Hymns of Rigveda. 

Tvastar : The artificer of Gods/ the divine artisan the most skil- 
ful worker, versed in all wonderful and admirable 
contrivances Griffith 



** "May Vishnu form and mould the womb, 
May Tvastar duly shape the forms". 

Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigvede II. p-614 
5-25.5 
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* Cf :- The Hymns of the Rigveda Griffith 

"That through this famed one's power/ he may stand by us, 
Even as Tvastar comes unto the forms thst may be shaped." 

R. V. 8. 81 -8 
Tvastar : The Divine Artificer. 
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To Pare, hew, Peel 
m - ' a - earpenter/ builder, workman 

2. Visvakarman, the architect of the Gods 
... To fashion, Shape/form 

. V.'S-. Apte/S,.E.D. 
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1. Cf :- The Sukra IMiti : Tr. by Pror. Benoy Kumar Sarma. 

'The height and thickness of the breasts of Women is five 
anguias. 

The Circumference of the waist of women is two anguias 
in addition to three Talas." 
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: The counterpart of any real form , an image, 
likeness, representation (Mbh) Monier Williams 
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A painted figure 

- A painted, drawn in picture 3 

. A painting or picture 
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1. "He that with devotion painted on the walls (of his house) a 
likeness of myself indeed with youth and in the midst of children 
must have prosperity in his abode/' Mbh P.C. Roy. 
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* Cf :- V. S Agrawala : The Heritage of Indian Art. p. 12 

" ...... It is generally agreed these are images of Yakshas, and 

Yakshinis, worshipped in very ancient times as deities of a 
widely spread folk cult which inspired much of the image 
worship of later day Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism. 
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'1. "The making of Ornaments with gold and other metals is an art 
as well as enameieing of metals". 
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2. Cf ;- Bloomfield : Hymns from the Atharva Veda, p.p. 666-69 

According to this, he who is afraid of fire, or who desires 
every thing in general, performs the great rite of consecra- 

tion for Agni, and puts on ear-rings and so forth/ made 
ofgofd. ; 
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* Or. A B L,|Awasti : Studies in Skanda Purana -Parti p 313 
"Turmeric,. Safran, Vermilion, Cpllyrium, Bodice, buttles and other 
auspious ornaments and decorations like coiffure, as well as orna- 
ments worn on on the hands a nd and ears are not to be separated 
from the body by women desirous of their husbands' health and 
happiness/' 

** Cf ;- Bloomfield : Hymns of the Adharva Veda, 

"This bracelet that Aditi wore when she desired a son 
Tvastar shall fasten upon this woman intendino that shu 
shall beget a son." 
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A conch shell, A bracelet (V.S. Apte.. S.E.Q.) 
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2. "The Jewellery termed Kumbha and Kurira was worn exclusively 
by women The latter shell bangles finely carved and inlaid with 
gold cam^ to be known and Kumbu/' 
[B K. . Chaturvedi : Jewellary of India. P] 
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1. Cf :- V.S- Agrawala : Stukies iu Art. p. 95 

"It is shown that the term Prakaravapra as the qualifying 
epithet of Kundala was used in a technical sense as the name 
of a particular kind of ear-ornament (Kandala). Illustrations 
of Pnkaravaprakundala have been given from Bharhut." 

[Quoted by A.D. Prasalkar in Studies in Epics and Puranas 
of India, p, 32] 
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1. Cf : V. M.Apte : Rigveda Mantras in their a Ritual Setting in the 

Srihya Sutras. p.p 37-35 

"In the Samavarta ceremony he (i.e. Snataka) puts a mani 
(a strung up bead of gold) round his neck with the hymn 
'Ayushyam' and having arranged his head-dress etc..,-./' 
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1 . Cf. : Miss IMileswari Desai ."Ancient Indian Society, Relegion and 

Mythology as depicted in Markandeya Purana 

M The Yaksha statue from PATANA of about the third centart 
B C shows that both bracelets and armlets were used in thay 
period." 
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I. A cloth round a. woman's waist or more properly the ends bf the 
cloth tied into a. knot in front, the knot of the wearing garment. 
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Cf : Ralph T. H. Grifith : The Hymns of tne Rigveda \ -1 11 -1 
Working with skill they wrought the Iff htly rolling car 
They wrought the Bys, who bear Indra and bring 

great gifts. 
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"It had bden created by Visvakarma; the architect of the universe 
and one of the lords of creation after severe ascotic meditation" 

* PC Roy, Mbh Adi. 
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* Cf :- The texts of the White Yajurveda 

Tr. by. Ralph T. H. Griffith. 

Throughout the Dusty firmament advancing laying to rest the 
immortal and the mortal Borne on his golden chariot he corn- 
meth Savttar, God, behold ng living creatures, 

. 3-4.1 1 










** Cf :- The Texts of the White Yajurveda. 6-4; 13-33, 

Tr. R. T. H. Griffith. 



"Look ye on Vishnu's works wherely the Frierd of Indra/ 
close allied, Hath let his holy wayr be seen/' 
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1. A Carriage, Chariot Car, Vehicle. 

2. A Carriage axle, 

3. The Circumberence, ring belly of a wheel. 

4. A Carriage axle. 

5. The pole of a Carriage. 

6. The nave of the wheel of a chariot. 

7. A yoke. 

8. The pole or shaft of a Carriage. 

9. The pole of a Carriage to which the yoke is fixed, 
,10. A part of a chariot. 

11. The axle tree or bottom of a Carriage, 

12. The seat of a chariot, the driving box. 

13. The inner part or seat of a chariot. 

,14 A fence of wood or iron with which a chariot is provided as a 
protection from colision, [S.E.D,] 
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* Cf :- Griffith ; Hymns from Rigveda - Vol. I 

Bhuju ye bore with winged things, Nasatyas, which for three 
nights, three days, full swiftly travelled. 

To tha Sea's further shore, the strand of Ocean in three Cars 
hundred footed with six horses. (4) 

Ye wroght that hero exploit in the Ocean which giveth no sup- 
port, or hold, or station what time ye carried Bhuju to his 
dwelling borne in a ship with hundred oars, Aswins (5) 

"This" observes Wilson," is a rather unintellegible account of 
a seavoyage, althogh the words of text do not admit of any 
other rendering. 
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1 Cf :- 0. Kosambi : The Culture and Civilisation in Ancient India 

P-9Q 

Ships with a hundred oars and voyages on water three days 
from the nearest land receive passing mention in the oldest 
Veda so that the Aryans knew how to manage boats/' 
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*Cf. : D D. Kosambi : The culture and civilisation of 

Ancient India P-90 

A tag verse in the Rigveda makes Dirghatamas, brahmin son 
of Uchathya and Mamata, a river pilot in his old age" 
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2. "Sent by Vidura unto them he (the person sent by Vidura) sho- 
wed the Pandavas on the sacred banks of Ganga a boat with 
engines and flags, constructed by trusted artificers and capable 
of with standing wind and wave and endued with the speed of the 
temptest or thought/' P C. Roy. Mbh. p. 440 
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"The ship contrived by Vidura for the escape of Pandavas had some 
kind of mechanism fitted in it|; the ship strong enough to with- 
stand hurricanes, fitted with machinery and displaying flag/' 

Charnanla! : HINDU AMERICA p. 168 

2. "The welloared heavenly ship that lets no water in, will we 
ascend for happiness" Griffith 
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Cf. Archaeology in India P 37, 

Publications Division - Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
Govt. of India, 

"of yet greater significance are the seals in persian gulf origin 
and the dockyard dug up here for they bear testimony to the 
ancient mari time activities of the Harappa. 

2, Ramesh Menon : Discoving Lothel - Article published in October 

1980 issue of Mirror - PP - 56-60 

'Lothel was where the Harappans lived 40CO years ego. It is 
one of the worlds richest slder, of Indian valley civilisations" 

The first dockyard in the world was probably constructed by the 
inhabitants of Lothel. If is the largest which was ever built by 
the Ha^ppans or any Bronze Age community for building cargo. 
The inhabitants of Lothal were doubtless ingene ous lot. Their 
engineering expertise in building the dockyard speaks for itself* 
If is considered the mos t seintificelly designed dock of that age' 

3, Ibid. P. 56 
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One-minded with th Goddesses, speed forth our car. 
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T . 

He knows the path of birds that flying through heaven and 

Sovran of sea. 

He knows thejships that are thereon". , '; 

Varuna is the lord of the air and sea. 
fc2 
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P. C. Roy. Mbh Sec, 63 
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1. Cf : E. Vedavyas : HINDUISM IN SPACE AGE. -p. 588. 

"We shall not be very surprised when we learn in Ranrayana 
that vimanas i e. flying machines navigated at great heights 
with the aid of quick-silver and a propulsive wind the vimanas 
could cover vast distances and could, travel forwards upwards 
and downwards". 

Enviably manoevarable space vehicles". N. Dutt. 
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2. f ;- Shakuntala Devi : Gods and Goddesses in Indian Mythology. 

p. 59 

'Brahma granted Kubera, a magic chariot Pushpaka an 
aerial chariot which can move of its own accord and is so 
large that it can contain a whol city 4 '. 
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1. Cf :- Srimad Valmiki Ramayana with Sanskrit Text and English 
tf anslation part 111 [Yuddha. 1-27-31] p D 1890-1 

Geetha Press, Gorakhpur 

"There is seen in distance the well-known heavenly aeria! 
car/shining brightly like the moon, the aerial car created 
with his nrtind by Viswakarma (the architect of Gods, who 
has been referred to. here as Brahma by virtue of his creative 
talent.) 

* Ibid. p 1.56 

"It contained numerous curios of art; It looked picturesque 
with compartments and had been constructed by Viswakarma, 
the architect of Gods". 
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2. cf > V. Zaitsev - "TEMPLES AND SPACESHIPS" 

in SPUTNIK- January 1968. 

"Careful research has exposed the shallowness of this argu- 
ment and showed that ancients did know a science of 
making 'flying objects' (Whether we call them areoplanes, 
Space ships or .-Space; crafts or flying saucers does not 
matter." 

Quoted by E - Vedavyas : HINDUISM in SPACE AGE. 

, 588, 







CO 











1989 




5 s tf ft : 1 



o 



rrfi 



32 




o o 






orf 

*OJ 




L 



2, 



1) 



3) 






"3 



arSgq- $11 







148 



if 

S 

























C&P CO, ^O^OO, S&TcO*OD 





Si v S* ^5(50^53 

e/ 











. 58.88. 



1) Wj95<x&* 2) VygoSSbo 3) ^ficp^gS3 4) SboSe 5) 






Sbi*8 



j 

<) s^^d-.-ar^ d&pss&oda 5) 








149 




55*^*- 5)^0 




5?. 



5.48 












1)^.2-262.9 




US) 




Do err 






1.108 





S 



O) 





8-68 





150 







Q 








6 6 -5 o 

















eo Q 










co 

































. 1.324 



. 55-, 66. 42.41 . 



dfeo|jBrs8 






s^fe sSoaotfs H : tfoStf 

- 



152 



















5?., red. 33-22 





1.283 




S?o& 




24 



o 






12- 





o 




i 6 



S" 



IP 



CO 




/ 133.25 




360 



. 118 




153 
















r 






























8-8 1 6 






L164-48 






SDffl 





. 318.19 



154 









Oj 





eo 



Ms 00 




o d&oS^o "S 

,/ Q_-s_ 




CO 














, 55". a 33. S 



83 




^002 ^ 



"Scoo 






. 2-1021 
J 






. 33-4 




. '88.2 



, 81 




" And he (Garuda) saw placed near the Soma a wheel of Steel/ 
keen edged and sharp as the razor revolving incessantly " 
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1.Cf:- V. S. Agrawala : Introduction to SAMARANGANA 

SUTRADHARAHA. P. XVI 

'Yanthra Vidhana' deals with a number of mechanical con- 
trivances, some of which at least seem to have been a fact 
of life, others perhaps imaginary like the flying planes/' 

2. Cf > .Dr. V. Raghavan : Yantras and Mechanical Contrivances 

in Ancient India - P. 26. 

also p. N. SUKLA ; SILPA SASTRA - HINDU ACHIEVE- 
MENTS in Aeronautics and Fine Arts. P P. 42 ; 43 
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"And Pavaka then gave unto Krishna, a discuss with an iron 
stick attached to a hole in the centre". It was a fiery weapon 
and become his favourite/' P. C. Roy r Mbh. Exp, Tr. Sec. 227. 
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The preperation of tools and implements with iron is an art. 
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* Cf :- The SUKFKNITl - Eng. Tr. Benoy Kumar Sarkar. 

Oriental Reprint - New Delhi 

1. Ibid : "Astra is that which is thrown or cast down by means of 
charms or machines or fire. 
Sastra is any other weapon, e. g. sword, dagger, kunta etc 

Astra is a missile charged with power by a holy incantation 

Rajaji - Mahabharata. 



1 



" 



167 




210.21 










oc. <") 



2) 






. .S. 128.68 




c) 










do 





















. 8-225 



3 - 



5. 200.2 
. 5. 228 



2 $$&.!$. 
4 5?g, 5J- 



. 5-0 
221-72 



168 





2 
3 



3 SS 






a 





"3 







. 



Q 







, 5rdS$ctfsSaD. 



7-74 '-sr.^ 





00 













A 



3.12 

285-6.7 



5 



55* ea, 1.169 






. ro. 2.380 




85.32 




189. 



8DO 33&5eS>oO 



s &ber "5 &3iro Sdtf 



. 3J* SSE*< 5-64 















o 

a- > 

.. &> ^u)db oS 








7 f^g?. 5.53] 
LOd&o&S' 61)8^ 



"Are thy chamus cosisting four kinds of forces viz, the regular 
troops, allies, the mercenaries and the irregurars, each furnished 
with the eight ingredients viz. the ears, elephants, horses, offi- 
cers, infantry, camp-followers, spies, possesing a thorough 
knowledge of the country and ensigns, led out against thy ene- 
mies after having been well-trained by superior offices ?" 

Mbh-Sabha-Eng. Tr.-P. C. Roy. 

One who does any business ; a mechanic ; artisan 

technically a worker not hired; a blacksmith. 

V. S,Apte :S,E.D. 
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1) Ct; Dr. R. Shama Sastry : Koutilya's Artha Sastra P2l9, 

2) Cf. ; Louis Re won ; The Civilisation of Ancient India P 124 

"The Camp Skandhavara ...... was itself a fortified place 

carefully planned by architects, after consulting astrologers 
If was circular, rectangular or square recording to terrain 
or perferance with four gates, six roads inside it and net-' 
vfork of light fortifications l ? was divided into nine sec- 
tors, the residence of the King loiming the first two in the 
fniddle, with the womens quarters and the guard house, 
the audience chamber to the east etc." 
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1. Cf':-O.N Sukla : SILPA SASTRA Hindu Achievements in Areo- 

natics and Fi ne Arts p 30-31 

"In Mahabharata th^re are clear and vivid descriptions of a good 
number of Yantras e g. Sastras (throwing weapons) Astras (defen- 
ding weapons, bows and arrows equally terrible as the modern 
weapons ______ 

"All this speaks of a great advancement in the science of war- 
fare... (and) sientific knowledge in the times of the Mahabharata 

2. Ibid. 

'' ...... enunciation of the norms and guiding principles for 

the artisans/ 1 
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"What was the tree, what wood it Sooth Produce it, from 
which they fashioned out earth and heaven? '' 
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Cf ;- Padmini Sen Gupta : Every Day Life in Ancient India - p. 40 

"The throne, called Simhasana, was always necessary in royal 
households and various forms of ottamang are described in 
ancient homes. There were certainly chairs, as a verse in the 
Rigveda gives the following description " 



golden form, of golden aspect, of golden hue and shining 
seated on a golden seat" 
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Cf :- (1) Jeanine Miller : The Vedas. 

'The lord of the prayer, even like a smith, forged these 
(worlds) together, in the primeval age of the godo, 
as Being emerged from Non-being/' 

(2) Ralph "L H. Griffith : The dymns of the Rigveda. Vol. II 

These Brahmanaspati produced with blast and melting 
like a smith." 

These All beings ; 

Like a smith as a blacksmith blows up his fire and 

melts metal. 



" 






A 

tf6 




224 




3. 






. 10. 6O* 












33 ) 03 




S) 

CJ /CO 






; 




. 3,72** 







" 



* Cl :- Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigveda Vol. II 

Tvastar, most deft of workmen, knew each magic art, 
bringing most blessed bowls that hold the drink 
of Gods", 
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"And Ocean himself brought unto him in Vessels of white copper 
the nectar that is generated in his waters which is so superior... 

' P. C, Roy. 
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* Cf. :- Ralfh. T. H. Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigveda Vol. IL 

"A bard am I, my dad's a leech; mummy lays corn on the 
stones, strivcmg for wealth - with various plans" 
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2 Cf, :- Dr. G. S. Kapoor : Remedial Measures in Astrology P. BO 
" The Supreme Lord is one who wears Ratnas (gems)**.,.. 
Itlshowsj a hint that the heavenly FIRE (Agni) is present in 
the Ratnas in the form or rays 
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** Cf :- Bloomfield : Hymns of the Atharva Veda P. 224 

"A full Jar has been placed upon TIME, him verily we see 
existing in many forms. He carries away all these beings 
(worlds); they call him Time in the highest heaven/' 
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Vsruna, which the celestial artificer Visvakarma had constructed 
with a thpsand niskas of gold and which Prsjapathi, had in a 
former Kalpi presented unto Indra 

It was with this coneh Krishna bathed Yudhishtira ^after the 
conclusion of sacrifice and beholding ill 'swooned away". 

P.C,Roy Mbh. 
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. Cf. : Indian Handicrafts P. 8 and P. 49. 

Publications Division, Ministry of Information and Broad 
Casting .- Government of India. 1972 

"Indus Valley sites have shown that carving In Ivory was 
practised in India 5000 ; years ago. The decorative value 
of Ivory was recognised at an early age end ivory was 
used for objects both small and large in a number of 
ways 1 '. 

2-fisr& ! -A. i^^o^cr^ s s^5 So^r* jSoad ^so, 2 



3. P; S. Rawson : Early Art and Architecture - A cultural 

History of India, ed. by A i. Bashan P. 197. 
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2. Cf .- Jaslees Dhamija : Indian Folk Arts and Crafts. p 80 

"Ivory was a precious material and a difficult one to carve 
but Indian craftsmen had mastered this art even in ancient 

times. 1 ' 
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"The Dundubhi or war drum, has dominated the martial music 
of India throughout her history. There are hymns even as 
early as the Atharvaveda...". 1 
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1 : Cf. : S. KrishnaJSwami : Musical Instruments of India. P-10. 

Publications Division - Govt. of India 
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2* Cf :- S. Krishna Swami. Musical Instruments of India. -p. 

The T, S. gives full description of the Veena. It is brightly 
painted and studded with precious stones. The belly of the 
instrument is covered with red leather and has ten holes 
to whioh strings of twisted darbha grass or moonja are 
fastened. The stem is made of wood." 
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Speeeh went away from gods, not being willing to serve for 
the sacrifice. She entered the trees, it is the voice of the 
trees that is heard in the drum, lute and the flute/' 




257 






n*d&) 5^#gS SSbcpg "3 eg?* 11 



, 12. 1.41 













. 8. 57.7 




SO 




e) , axes 2) c e) 




2. 22.4 

. 8, 92.8 



Cf. ':- A. C. Bose . Call of the Ve'das : P. 286, Note on R.V. 6-29-3 

"Here God India is called a Dancer. Dancing, the beauty, of 
movement - the rhythm of life, is attrilnted to the Devine...". 

In the later times the figure of Dancing Siva has been much 
admitedL" 
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4 * Cf: -VS. Agr'iWala : Studies in Indian Art P- 

"The artists made full use of a rich conception like this and 
/ employed Kalpa Vrikshe as one of the sy mbo's which ador* 

| ned art both in respect of beauty of form and depth of 

meaning.'' 

The Region around the hill was adorned with many a mansion 
decked with gems and many an artificial tree of gtudy hue/' 

~P.-C.Roy-rM.Gh P. 603 

3. Cf :- V. S. Agrawala : Studies in Indian Art, p, p, 48-51 
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Cf :- H. J. Rose : Gods and Heros of the Greeks. pp. 136-7 

"Finally Epics...... constructed an immence wooden horse in 

which a picked body of men was coacealed.....ln the night the 

hidden men came out." 
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1. Cf > B. B. Lai : 'The Indian Civilisation" in A cultural History 

of India, ed.-by A. L. Basha n - 1 7 

2. R.T. H, Griffith : The Hymns of the Rigveda. 

9 The nuts of the Vibhitaka or later Vibhitaka tree were used 
as dice in early time". 

3. Ibid :~ Merrily sports their troop the three and fifty etc. 

4. Cf :- Louis Renou : The civilisation of Ancient India, p - 164 

"In the JatakaS; nuts were replaced by wooden or Ivory 
Prisms with four edges the four faces being marked 
with dots ." 
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* Cf > Ralph, T.' H; Griffith : The Texts of the White Yajurveda. 

Notes on X 28 

"He puts' five dice into the sacrificers hand, in the shape of 
golden shells, representing : the fuur quui^rs of the sky and 
the zenith/' 
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2. Any Lucky or auspicious object (espl) a kind of mystical cross 
made dfi persons and things to denote good Luck. 

Momief Williams 
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